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EDITORIAL CARTOON

HIGH ON LIFE
The talk worked on me
By Ashley Nerbovig
Trading drugs for sex: Ashley is writing Bjorn Bergeson’s substance column this week while he took over her romance column in Wednesday’s paper.
One time in seventh grade I sat on a set of basement stairs while
my friends smoked weed.
They had invited me to a kid named Emilio’s house to take hits
of his brother’s bong. I remember being really confused. I’d assumed
drugs were eradicated … like polio, or small pox.
But my friends were doing them, and I was at a place in my life
where being cool was more important to me than anything else. So I
started to slowly allow myself to be sucked into their world.
I still remember sitting in a park at night and taking a sip of coconut vodka my friend Misa had stolen from her parents’ house and put
into a Geyser Crystal bottle.
I also remember spitting it out when no one was looking.
I remember taking my first hit of weed and coughing so hard I
spit in my crush’s face after he had very nicely explained how to use
a ‘carb.’
The summer before I started high school, my friend Haley handed me something that looked like a postage stamp with Scooby-Doo
printed on it. I put it in my mouth no questions asked. I didn’t love experimenting with drugs, but I was a sheep — I just followed the flock.
Until the day my dad ruined everything.
My parents thought I was a much shittier kid than I was. I got suspended from school my freshman year for drinking and graduated
with a 2.5 GPA. Compared to my sisters, I was practically a deranged
drug addict.
My dad saw where this path might lead, even if that wasn’t really
where I was headed.
My dad’s brother was big into drugs when I was younger. My dad’s
youth was filled with coke, heroin and a lot of scary people with track
marks, which meant he had the perfect drug talk worked out for me.
He sat me down in my room and told me how awesome drugs
were. He told me how much fun he had on drugs and that drugs
would lead to a lot of good times. He told me about how during his
childhood, teachers tried to push the whole “Just Say No” thing and
that it didn’t yield results because the reality is that the first time you
try most drugs, it’s either pretty sweet or nothing happens.
He then told me if I ever smoked weed, I should try doing it out of
a fruit, because it’s delicious.
I didn’t get to be a rebel often. Pretty much the only thing at the
time that made me a bad kid is that I ignored my Spanish homework
and didn’t study for math tests. Suddenly, my super exciting drug life
was deflated. My dad was telling me to smoke weed out of fruit.
Shut up, Dad. You’re ruining everything.
After that talk, I slowly began to move away from my druggy little
friends. In college, I occasionally venture back into the drug scene, but
not with any gusto.
It’s always done with halfhearted excitement, because in my mind
I just picture my dad watching me and going, “Yeah, nice, just make
sure you cut it up good and fine so you don’t get a nosebleed. Good
job, honey.”
ashley.nerbovig@umontana.edu
@ANerbovig
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BIG
Big ups to the federal government for remembering how
to pay employee salaries. Nice
work, guys.
Backhands to anarchists.
You guys had two government-free weeks, and you got
absolutely nothing accomplished. This was your time!

BACK
H A N D S

Big ups to fall for killing all
the damn bugs that have been
feeding on our blood like vampires all summer. Get a real job
or die in the cold.

Big ups to sweatpants and
beanies for giving us just
enough coverage to avoid
showering for days at a time
without anyone noticing.

Backhands to MSU for hiring a teacher who was already
convicted of TWO sexual assaults, who then, unsurprisingly, committed a third. You guys
have a long road ahead of you.

Backhands to boring teachers. We can only disassemble
our pens and carve profanities
into our desks so many times.
For Christ’s sake, someone
throw a pie.

got news for you. Please send any news tips, ideas
GOT NEWS? We’ve
and press releases to EDITOR@MONTANAKAIMIN.COM.
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CAMPUS

Kaimin Yesterday’s news today
compiled by Andrew R. Visscher
Files

ONE STEP AT A TIME

Counting UM’s staircases

1953

Information compiled by Jess Field

LANGUAGE ARTS BUILDING
DON ANDERSON HALL
ABER HALL
LOMMASSON CENTER
MAIN HALL
MAUREEN AND MIKE MANSFIELD LIBRARY
SOCIAL SCIENCES BUILDING
UREY LECTURE HALL
UNIVERSITY CENTER
TOTAL STEPS IN THESE BUILDINGS
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332
204
173
138
127
90
77
54
52
1247

The Grizzly football team
beat the Colorado A&M Rams
32-31 in its Homecoming Game.
The Virginia City Players
presented “The Farmer’s Daughter” in the Student University
Theater on Oct. 21 at 8:15 pm.
KGVO-TV’s program director, Dick Conn, announced that
Missoula’s first TV station would
be operating by July 1954.

1973

Bruce Wilson, a senior political science major, told the
Montana Kaimin that President
Richard Nixon should follow
Vice President Spiro Agnew’s
example and resign from the
Presidency.
Johnny Cash and the Carter
Family preformed a concert at
the Harry Adams Field House.
Enrollment was reported as
“higher than expected” with
8,549 students on record.

1993

Lee Burner, a law student, lamented Congress defunding the Extraterrestrial Intelligence Program in a letter to the editor.
An officer responding to a report of a break-in to the large gumball machine in the University Center found a 1-inch hole in the plastic bubble.
A front-page picture of two men kissing during a gay rights rally
stirs a flurry of letters to the editor from people on both sides of the
issue.
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PISSED?
PLEASED?
PETRIFIED?
Write a letter.

Montana Kaimin
Friday, October 18, 2013

Please email letters of 300
words or fewer to opinion@
montanakaimin.com, or drop
them off in Don Anderson
Hall 208. Please include a
phone number. Letters are
printed on Thursdays.

ZOOKeeping:
Grizzly Personal Safety escort

Ashley Nerbovig
Montana Kaimin
Transparent plastic lines the
doors of the small golf cart trundling about the University of Montana.
The plastic allows Timothy
Gaffney, a senior exercise science
major, to see outside when he is on
patrol.
“I wouldn’t define it as a fun
job,” Gaffney said. “I would say it’s
a great job for a student.”
Gaffney has worked for Grizzly Personal Safety, a late evening
escort service for students, for
four years. He said in the time
he’s worked for GPS, he has never
had a crazy student — not even a
drunken one.
“There was one old lady who
wanted us to take her downtown
to the Double Tree,” Gaffney said.
“She got pretty upset when we
told her we could not go downtown. She sat on the back of the
golf cart for about 15 minutes.”
Gaffney said for the most part,
the people he transports quietly sit
on the back of the cart until they
get to their destination.
Calls have slowed down for
GPS this year, averaging one or
two a night. Last year, there was
a month-long period where they
were getting around 13 calls a
night and picking up groups of
four or five girls at a time. Gaffney
said that was when they retired

the golf cart for a little while.
“There was one group that was
like two Grizzly football players,”
Gaffney said. “Another that was
like a Grizzly football player and
two girls.”
Gaffney said that’s when GPS
started escorting people from
building to building instead of
picking them up and driving

ual assault and a violent attack on
campus. The calls have died down
this year.
“The shifts can be really boring
if you don’t have a movie or some
homework,” Gaffney said.
Gaffney said he expects the
calls to pick up as it grows colder
and people don’t want to walk to
their cars.

‘I remember this one girl who I
showed up at the UC and the first
thing she said was, ‘Where’s the golf
cart?’ and I was like ‘Oh, I’m just here
to walk with you. ’
Timothy Gaffney,
Grizzly Personal Safety escort
them. Walking people sometimes
led to more awkward journeys
than the golf cart drive, Gaffney
said.
“I remember this one girl who I
showed up at the UC and the first
thing she said was, ‘Where’s the
golf cart?’ and I was like, ‘Oh, I’m
just here to walk with you,’” Gaffney said. “And then she was just
like, ‘Ugh, OK let’s go,’ and then it
was just dead silence until we got
to Pantzer.”
Gaffney said that was probably
the busiest time for GPS. He thinks
it had to do with the reports of sex-

“The worst though, is when
you get a call at like 11:50 p.m.,”
Gaffney said. “And you have 10
minutes left in your shift, and you
have to escort someone.”
GPS is available weekdays from
7 p.m. to 12 a.m. and weekends 7
p.m. to 1 a.m. Drivers will take
students off campus to sororities,
Lewis and Clark and the four Xs.
Gaffney said anyone can call GPS
at anytime to get transported
around campus if they feel unsafe
walking alone at night.
ashley.nerbovig@umontana.edu
@anerbovig

STOLEN

For some art fans, 5
looking isn’t enough
BY BJORN BERGESON

Courtesy of the Missoula Art Museum
Jared Shear’s “#291 Oct. 18, 2007,” from the “Cougar Peak-a-Boo” series was reported stolen from the Missoula Art Museum on Sept. 28, 2013

“YOU DON’T WANT TO
THINK PEOPLE WOULD
STEAL FROM A FREE ART
MUSEUM, BUT THEY WILL.”
-ANA BUXTON

O

n the third floor of the
Missoula Art Museum, the
“Cougar Peak-a-Boo” art
exhibit displayed 365 paintings
of Cougar Peak, which sits just
west of Thompson Falls.
The work was displayed under glass in chronological order, allowing viewers to read
through the year and observe
the changes in weather and
seasons like a painted timelapse video.
Ana Buxton was working at
the MAM on the afternoon of
Sept. 28, when a museum visitor approached her.
“They were like, ‘Hey,

what’s up with “No. 291?” Did
it get sold?” Buxton said. “We
checked on it, and it was just
gone,”
“No. 291,” depicting Cougar
Peak on Oct. 18, 2007, had been
stolen, and there were no eyewitnesses to the crime.
Buxton said she immediately called Laura Millin, the
art director at the MAM. They
reviewed security footage and
made another sad discovery.
The security cameras in the
room didn’t cover the part of
the room no. 291 was taken
from. Most of the paintings
were small, only 4.75-inches

wide and 6.75-inches tall —
easy for a thief to fit into a coat
pocket and walk out the door.
“I felt sick to my stomach, actually,” Buxton said. “You don’t
want to think people would
steal from a free art museum,
but they will.”
The MAM contacted the police as soon as possible. Detective Sgt. Scott Pastian, media
officer for the Missoula Police
Department, said the case hit a
dead end. No officer has been
assigned to the investigation,
and as it stands it will likely
stay that way.
“The biggest factor is that

the department only investigates felonies,” Pastian said.
The MAM also contacted the
artist, Jared Shear.
Shear was shocked to find
out his piece had been stolen.
He said it was a mutual decision to keep the news of the
theft low profile, so neither
group contacted the media,
opting instead to put a post on
the MAM’s Facebook page. It
was almost two weeks before
the Missoulian ran a story on
the theft.

CONTINUES
ON NEXT PAGE
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#291

“THE MOUNTAIN HAD A WOND
MORNING BEING ALL ENCAPS
AND FOG. WITH MY GOUAC
CAPTURE IN AS FEW STROKE

Jared Shear painted Cougar Peak from the same vantage point every day for a year in his series “Cougar Peak-a-Boo.”

PAINTING THE MOUNTAIN
On Oct. 18, 2007, Shear woke
up early and grabbed his paints
and easel. He threw everything in his white Suburban
and drove to his parents’ farm
outside of Thompson Falls. He
had a small window of time
between sunrise and when he
had to be at work. The snow
had begun its annual descent
down Cougar Peak toward the
lower valley. It was cold, but
not unseasonably so. Later on
he would remark on his blog:
“The mountain had a wonderful look this morning being
all encapsulated in clouds and
fog. With my gouache I wanted to capture in as few strokes
as possible, that look and feel
of the mountain, as it is being

hemmed in on the top and bottom, allowing just a bit in the
middle to show through.”
For Shear, Oct. 18 didn’t
stand out from many of the
other days of 2007. It was just
another day painting Cougar
Peak.
Shear grew up outside
Thompson Falls with the
mountain in view from his
front door. It’s the same vantage point he used for all 365
pieces in Cougar Peak-a-Boo.
In the early 2000s, Shear
moved to Seattle to attend the
Art Institute, where he studied animation. He enjoyed the
city, but family and an undependable job market for animators brought him back to
his hometown. Shear works at

the Tru-Value hardware shop
his father owns, leaving his
mornings and evenings free to
paint.
At the end of 2006, Shear
wanted to do something to
challenge himself and his art,
so he made a New Year’s resolution to paint Cougar Peak
every day the next year.
During the first days of
2007, Shear remembered looking at the project from the
standpoint of a painter’s workout.
“Some days it was hard to
want to get out and paint the
mountain,” Shear said. “But
you always felt good once you
did it, you know.”
It took dedication for Shear
to follow through on his reso-

Bjorn Bergeson/Montana Kaimin

lution, especially as the season
turned to summer.
“As the series progressed
and you got into those summer days, then it really became a challenge,” Shear said.
“Because in the middle of
July everything just looks the
same. It’s hot. It’s dry. There’s
no clouds. Each day looks
the same. So I found myself
changing up mediums and experimenting a little bit more.”
Of the 365 pieces, several
were painted on Tyvek, a material used for wrapping houses,
and one was even painted on
the backside of a Klondike Bar
wrapper. Some of the paintings are accented with work
Shear added through Photoshop. One day he couldn’t

make it to his painting sight,
so Shear painted the mountain
from memory on a manila envelope.
Shear didn’t hold back from
expressing himself throughout
the series. While every piece
had the same vantage point,
there were different tones, textures and emotions running
throughout the entire series.
The weather also played a role.
If clouds or snow obscured the
mountain, Shear painted the
scene as it was. However, in
Shear’s eyes, it seems like Cougar Peak is a shape-shifter.
“Even now when I look at
Cougar Peak, there’s always
something different — always
something cool going on,”
Shear said.
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DERFUL LOOK THIS
ULATED IN CLOUDS
CHE I WANTED TO
ES AS POSSIBLE...”

-JARED SHEAR

In “Cougar Peak-a-Boo,” the
mountain sometimes appears
sharp and majestic. Other
times, it appears as a pleasant
looking hill. In several of the
pieces Shear put through Photoshop, the mountain is brooding and dark.
“My
grandfather
had
passed away, so we ended
up burying him on this day,”
Shear said, holding up an image. “Those came out a lot
darker than the other ones.
There was a lot more emotion.
A lot more of me, there.”
On Dec. 31, 2007, Shear completed his personal goal and
finished the last of 365 different paintings of Cougar Peak.
“The last couple of weeks,
I was really excited. It’s like I
was throwing a little party in
my head,” Shear said. “And it
was a little sad too, once it was
all done, you know? The next
day, it’s become such a part of
your life, doing something every day, that I’d feel like I still
need to be painting the mountain.”
A personal friend and gallery owner told Shear he
should show it at the MAM,
but Shear procrastinated for
years on the offer.
“She thought it was an important show,” Shear said.
“She thought they would enjoy it. I sort of drug my feet
and didn’t get around to it,
and then finally one day she
was going to the MAM, and I
just sort of gave her this box of
paintings, and she took them
in.”
Millin said she would be
thrilled to have the exhibit at
the MAM. She didn’t know
someone would pilfer a piece.

MISSING MOMENTS
Shear’s stolen piece is not
the only case of art theft in
Missoula. Last year a local
artist, Kelly Loder, had three
pieces stolen from two different art exhibits in Missoula.
One piece disappeared from

a show at Taco Sano between
March and April of 2012. Then
in August, two pieces went
missing from the foyer at Missoula’s mental health center.
“I was kind of pissed. It really puts a damper on my view
of people around here,” Loder
said.
The work stolen from Taco
Sano was a large piece of wood
Loder painted with an abstract design she said was very
unique and feminine. It was
displayed in the upstairs mezzanine of the restaurant. Loder
said someone picked it up and
walked out the door with it.
She attempted to work out
an agreement for compensation with the owner of Taco
Sano, but she said he ignored
all her attempts to contact him.
The owner didn’t respond to
requests for an interview.
“They loved that I decorated their place for free,” Loder
said. “But when it came to try-

Bjorn Bergeson/Montana Kaimin
Jared Shear rifles through his “Cougar Peak-a-Boo” painting series on the floor of his art studio in Thompson Falls.

has no reservations about putting her paintings on display.
She is working on a series for a
benefit show for Watson’s Children Center at Stage 112 inside
the Missoula Elks Lodge.
“It’s kind of cool if someone
wants your artwork, but they
should pay me for it,” Loder
said.
In both cases, no one contacted the police. Loder said
next time she would take it to
the authorities.
But without eyewitnesses
or security footage, police are
likely to handle the case the
same way they did with Cougar Peak-a-Boo “No. 291.”

“It’s going to eat away at
you ... It’s radioactive.”
-JARED SHEAR

ing to work out any agreement
with them, they ignored me.”
The other two stolen paintings were taken together from
the mental health center. They
were hanging by the nurses
station and were probably
taken by a patient while the
nurses were on lunch breaks,
Loder said. The center immediately notified her of the
thefts and compensated her
for both pieces.
“I don’t have much mercy
for the ones that took my wood
painting, but I do have mercy
for the ones who took the other two,” Loder said. “They’re
delusional. They think, ‘She
painted it for me. I’ve got to
have that,’ so they just take it.”
Despite Loder’s experiences
with her art being stolen, she

STOLEN DAY
Art theft is hard to track.
The FBI and INTERPOL
both keep online databases of
stolen art valued over $2,000,
but the chances of stolen art
being retrieved are statistically low. Only 5 to 10 percent
of stolen pieces are ever recovered. Because Shear’s piece is
valued at $200 by itself, it won’t
be listed on the FBI database.
But why that particular
piece?
Like every other day on the
calendar, Oct. 18 has its share
of history. Lee Harvey Oswald
and Chuck Berry were both
born that day, albeit several
years apart. Thomas Edison
died on the 18th. America has
officially expanded its borders
twice on that day, once when

it made Alaska a territory, and
again 32 years later when the
United States took possession
of Puerto Rico. It’s Person’s
Day in Canada and Necktie
Day in Bolivia. But while those
are all facts that can help you
win trivia night, it is doubtful
any factoids will help get the
stolen Cougar Peak painting
back.
Most likely whoever stole
the piece did so for personal
reasons.
“Nothing particular stands
out about the missing painting,” Shear said. “A lot of people who saw the show were
really keen on finding their
birthday, and what the mountain looked like on their birthday, so it could be something
like that. An anniversary, a
present for girlfriend that’s got
a birthday, you know? Someone got the bright idea to give
them a gift.”
For Shear, the theft has been
full of mixed feelings.
“I was really bummed out
that the series as a whole was
broken up,” Shear said. “The
other feeling is that in a way
it is sort of strangely flattering,
that people would go to the
risk of stealing your art out of
a museum, and risking going
to jail. So you start thinking,
like, ‘Well, you most have really liked that painting.’”
Despite the theft, Shear said
he is ultimately happy with
the way the MAM handled his
show and the situation.
“They treated me so well,”
Shear said. “They did an excellent job displaying the whole
thing. They had plenty of security cameras. I don’t have any
displeasure with the MAM.
Everything they did was top-

notch.”
Millin said the theft of the
Oct. 18 painting wasn’t done in
an uncommon fashion.
“This is, in fact, how most
art thefts happen,” Millin said.
“You have a great big painting
on the wall, and then someone
walks in and takes it.”
“It’s been such a joyous experience and then to have it
end like that, it really violates
not just the museum or the artist, but the audience as well.”
Millin sees the theft as
something far reaching and
damaging to the community.
“It’s so devastating and
inconceivable to think about
someone destroying the continuity of the series,” Millin
said.
Shear added that he and the
museum have an arrangement
worked out for compensation
for the painting, and that both
parties are as happy as they
could be with the outcome.
“No. 291” still exists in a
book Shear self-published featuring the whole series. He
said he sold over 80 copies
while the exhibit was on display at the MAM.
“Not too bad for a nobody,”
he said.
Shear and the MAM still
have some hope that whoever
took the Oct. 18 painting will
return it at some point.
“It’s almost like having a
chunk of radioactive waste in
your house,” Shear said. “It’s
going to eat away at you. You
really want to return it back to
where it needs to be so it’s not
contaminating you or poisoning you. It’s radioactive.”
bjorn.bergeson@umontana.edu
@Ursadabear
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UFOS
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Aliens in the Big Sky

Montana well-known for extraterrestrials and UFOs
Jesse Flickinger
Montana Kaimin
If the X-Files were real,
Mulder and Scully would frequent the Treasure State. Although most people imagine
Roswell, Area 51 and a certain
claw machine in Toy Story
whenever little green men come
up in conversation, Montana
has certainly earned its place in
extraterrestrial culture.
Montana’s history with aliens
dates back well into the ‘40s.
Great Falls is home to one of the
most revered UFO videos ever
shot, while crop circles and contact experiences have frequented the state through the last
decade.
Author Joan Bird said that
with all the evidence she’s put
together in her new book, Montana might just be one of the
most authentic locations for
extraterrestrial activity in the
world.
“I feel like I’m lifting a lid to
make it comfortable and safe for
these people to come out and
talk about their experiences,”
Bird said.
Her book, “Montana UFOs
and Extraterrestrials,” details
the history of some of the best
unexplained happenings in the
Big Sky. Bird presented a lecture
to a packed conference room
during last week’s Festival of

the Book, sharing her findings
and ruminations on humanity’s
place in the universe. Bird has
a doctorate in zoology from the
University of Montana but was
drawn to UFOs after a rash of
unexplainable crop circles appeared in the Flathead Valley in
the late ‘90s and early ‘00s.
According to the Daily Interlake, a crop circle in August of
1998 drew national attention to
Kalispell, but was later ruled a
hoax. After the dismissal of the
first circle, several more popped
up around the Flathead Valley.
Bird says this prompted her to
delve deeper into the phenomenon.
“I thought maybe I need to
look into this,” Bird said. “Maybe this is something I have discarded too quickly.”
The new crop circles didn’t
look man-made, Bird said. Exploded grains were strewn
around the circle.
During her presentation,
Bird said scientific analysis later
showed the water in the grains
heated up until they burst — an
effect more suiting of a wildfire
than an impression in the earth.
Flyovers of the circles were difficult as the magnetic field threw
off the pilot’s navigational tools.
Bird said whether someone is
a skeptic or a believer, the book
challenges readers to look closely at the possibility, and even the

likelihood, of UFOs.
“There’s a fair amount of
witness testimony and physical
evidence that they are already
here,” Bird said. “This is a real
phenomenon and we need to be
paying attention to it.”
One of the more interesting

‘I thought maybe
I need to look
into this. Maybe
this is something
I have discarded
too quickly.’
Joan Bird, author
events in the book is the investigation of the “Montana Movie,”
a 16-second UFO sighting shot
outside Great Falls’ baseball
park in the ‘50s.
The video has become one of
the most referenced videos in
the UFO community, providing
some of the clearest images of
UFOs on record Bird said.
“I think we just have to be
willing to admit that there are
things we don’t understand
yet,” Bird said. “It’s been a wild
ride.”
Montana State University
professor Ardy Sixkiller Clarke

has devoted much of her life to
gathering the oral histories of
Native American tribes across
the United States and their experiences with the “Star People.”
Her book, “Encounters with
the Star People: Untold Stories
of American Indians” offers a
collection of personal accounts
and stories, aggregated over 25
years, of Native American and
indigenous tribes encounters
with UFOs, extraterrestrials and
those who believe their ancestry
dates directly back to the Star
People.
“Wherever I was, I always
asked, people, ‘Do you have a
story?’” Clarke said. “A lot of
the times they did and they told
them to me.”
Clarke grew up hearing stories about the Star People and
as she got older she put those
stories away. While at MSU, she
began to gather stories after an
outing with a Native American
man.
“[The man] took me on a trip
up above his village and said,
‘If we’re lucky, they’ll come,’”
Clarke said. “I asked who and
he said, ‘The ancestors, the Star
People.’”
Clarke didn’t plan to do much
with the stories after she retired
from MSU, but the government
drew her out of retirement to
work on a South Dakota reservation. There she met a woman

who changed her mind.
“She says, ‘Well, what are you
going to do with the stories?’”
Clarke said. “I told her probably
nothing, but she said, ‘You have
a responsibility to tell these stories. This is a part of our oral
history.’”
Clarke said she collected
900 stories from all different
walks of life. Some storytellers
had graduate degrees, others
had never attended school. The
events date back before Roswell
but the majority of the accounts
take place from 1990 through
the 2000s.
“The majority of Americans
believe that UFOs and aliens
exist,” Clarke said. “It started
in the ‘40s with the government
covering it up, thinking we
couldn’t handle it with the problems it brought up religiously;
the Bible was a lot more important back then, but the lie has
been perpetuated since.”
Clarke says she hears the
same stories in Montana that
she’s heard across the world:
Contact with extraterrestrials,
abductions, UFO sightings and
other alien activity is happening
on reservations in Montana.
“I don’t question it anymore,”
Clarke said. “If I had any skepticism in me, the people I walked
with and talked with allayed
any of those concerns.”
jesse.flickinger@umontana.edu
@Jmon99
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MUSIC

Thee Oh Sees returns to Missoula
Matt Hudson
Montana Kaimin
Grab a pair of earplugs and
do some streches — it’s time to
get wired. Despite all the hipster
sheen surrounding Thee Oh Sees,
their sound is very much like
classic American rock. It’s just a
reinterpretation.
Missoula has hosted the San
Francisco-based outfit three
times before, and they’re returning once again this Saturday.
Thee Oh Sees’ brand of rock n’
roll is a blend of stripped-down,
lo-fi garage rock and haunting
psychedelic noise, all saturated
with heaping levels of reverb.
Their latest release, “Floating Coffin,” contains some of their most
anthemic songs to date.

The band deserves more attention through their live performances than by streaming
through earbuds tucked behind a
pair of thick-rimmed glasses. Onstage, even their subdued tracks
incite body-convulsion dancing
and clenched jaws. It feels like the
crowd and the band are challenging each other to party harder,
creating what looks like a giant
bobbing American Apparel ad.
“It’s very intense,” said Dane
Hansen, a music director for
KBGA. The station has hosted the
band for each visit to the Garden
City. “There’s something about
them that’s almost like a pagan
ritual.”
One minute, singer-guitarist John Dwyer is hacking away
at his instrument in a whirl of

‘There’s
something about
them that’s almost
like a pagan ritual.’
Dane Hansen,
KBGA music director
tattooed limbs and a “party in
the front” haircut. The next, he’s
bending strings and exhaling
falsettos into the microphone.
Thee Oh Sees tend to break into
thrashing extended versions of
their songs, like a jam band guitarist being punched in the gut.
Taken as a whole, the music is all
over the place, but they don’t stray

Photo Courtesy of Kristin Klien, Tell All Your Friends Management
San Francisco-based band Thee Oh Sees is coming to the Ole Beck VFW on Saturday.

Feeling expectant?
The Yawhg will be here
in six weeks ... and no
one expects it. Super
Hexagon is already here
but just as inevitable. Hunter Pauli contrasts two very
different games in this
week’s blog post. Read it at:
www.montanakaimin.com

from their retro sound. And it’s
all loud.
It has been a busy year for Thee
Oh Sees. They toured Australia
in January and released a new
album in the spring, along with
some provoking music videos.
They played a host of festivals,
including Coachella, Primavera
Sound in Barcelona and SXSW.
The current tour is a 22-city jaunt
around the United States and
Canada that began a week ago in
San Francisco.
Their tourmates are fellow

Castle Face Records members The
Blind Shake, a more brash variety
of garage rock. Also appearing is
the OBN III’s from Austin, Texas,
and local band the Box Cutters.
Hansen said that KBGA’s success hosting the band in the past
helped bring Thee Oh Sees back.
The crowd grows each time. Because no presale tickets are available, he suggested arriving early.
The show takes place at the Ole
Beck VFW at 9 p.m. Saturday. It’s
open to ages 18 and up.
matthew.hudson@umontana.edu
@sanfordish
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Griz to face No. 1 offense in conference
Karl Schneider
Montana Kaimin
Although the Grizzlies haven’t faced a triple-option offense this season, Cal Poly’s
attack is nothing new to the
coaching staff.
Montana head coach Mick
Delaney, who faced Air Force
Academy’s triple option for 15
seasons while coaching Colorado State University, said the
key to defending is discipline.
“It’s just one-on-one is what
it amounts to,” Delaney said.
“Who works the hardest and
uses their technique the best
is who comes out successful
in a game like this. You can’t
guess, you’ve got to be right
on to what your responsibilities are when the ball is
snapped.”
Cal Poly’s triple option
leads the Big Sky Conference
in total offense and rushing
offense with averages of 549
and 398 yards per game. Montana will need its secondary
to help in run support.
“(The coaches) have been
emphasizing that we’re going to have to put our bigboy pads on and make some
tackles, but also play assignment football,” said junior
cornerback Josh Dennard on
containing Kristaan Ivory,
a 5-foot-9, 200-pound junior
running back averaging 142
rushing yards per game.
The Montana defense will
try to force the Mustangs into
t h i rd-a nd-long sit uat ion s,
where Cal Poly will need to
throw the ball to pick up first
downs and maintain possession.
“Coach (Delaney) was basically telling us that we have
to be great on first downs,”
Dennard said. “They’re not
the greatest when they get to
third-and-long and they have

Nick Gast/Montana Kaimin
Griz fullback Dan Moore (35) dives over Cal Poly defense into the endzone on Sept. 10, 2011. Montana won 31-17. The Griz face Caly Poly
again this Saturday in Washington-Grizzly Stadium.

to pass, so that’s where we
want to get them.”
In holding Cal Poly to long
down-and-distances, the Griz
face a Mustang passing game
with a pass efficiency rating
of 164.5, 15 points higher than
Montana’s.
Sophomore Dano Graves
will be quarterback for Cal
Poly on Saturday — a transfer
from Air Force and the Mustangs’ third starting quarterback this season.
“He’s just a little guy,
but very, very quick,” Delaney said of the 5-foot-10,

180-pound Graves. “He understands the offense very
well and he throws the ball
better than either one of the
other two guys.”
Like the Mustangs’ offensive attack, the Griz offense is
not to be overlooked.
Montana boasts an average
of 37.7 points per game behind the BSC’s third-ranked
rushing attack.
Juniors Jordan Canada and
Travon Van are averaging
more than 80 rushing yards
See GRIZ, page 12
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VOLLEYBALL

Consistently inconsistent
Griz search for weekend sweep
Sam Waldorf
Montana Kaimin
There are two sides to the
Griz volleyball team: one
dominates opponents, while
the other seems to fade away
in matches.
Four weekends into conference play, Montana has
yet to win two matches in a
weekend and, three out of
four times, has won its first
match and has been non-existent in the second.
In wins this season, the
Griz are outscoring opponents in sets, 12-2, but in losses, opponents have had a 12-1
advantage.
For the 7-10 (4-4 BSC) Grizzlies, who are in sixth place
in the Big Sky Conference,
this inconsistency was apparent in their last match against
the Northern Arizona Lumberjacks, the No. 2 team in
the conference.
“We had them off balance
and we didn’t take care of
business,” said head coach
Jerry Wagner, whose team
was up 1-0 on the Lumber-

jacks but lost three consecutive sets to lose the match.
“We’re not as resilient. We’re
not as courageous when it’s
right there for the taking.
There’s not a big of sense of
urgency.”
In the match before NAU,
Montana dominated Southern Utah 3-0, more than tripling Southern Utah’s block
total.
A day later, the Griz carried the momentum into the
first set against the Lumberjacks, the only set the Griz
have won in a conference
loss.
“We weren’t ahead early. It
was 7-2 them,” Wagner said.
“We hung in there, we closed
the gap and we got ourselves
a 24-22 lead and closed it
out. The next set it’s 24-22
again, and we don’t have the
same resiliency of closing it
out and being just as confident out there.”
After the loss, Wagner emphasized the importance of
early points in a set.
“I cut into them pretty
good in these (film) sessions,”

Wagner said. “What about all
those points early on in the
match? What about cleaning
some of those up, and you
have less of these situations?”
Senior captain Brooke Bray
couldn’t agree more.
“I wouldn’t say we are losing focus — we’re just not
executing at the end of the
matches like we need to,”
said Bray, who is third in the
BSC in blocks. “If we start
executing and taking it one
point at a time, instead of
thinking too far ahead, then
we can start closing matches out earlier. When we have
the lead and the momentum,
we’re usually in it to win.”
Montana’s four wins have
come against teams ranked
below the Griz in the conference standings. Their four
losses were all against teams
ranked higher.
In the Grizzlies’ most recent road defeat, a 3-0 loss
against the Idaho State Bengals on Oct. 5, the Griz found
themselves tied 17-17 in the
third set. Three attacking
errors, a rare ace by the Ben-

Hunter D’Antuono/Montana Kaimin
Middle-blocker Natalie Jones (12) of the Grizzlies jumps to spike the ball
against the Northern Arizona Lumberjacks last Friday. The Lumberjacks won
3-1. The Griz are 7-10 overall and 4-4 in the conference.

gals, and three ISU kills led
to a 25-17 third-set loss for
the Griz.
“They knew how to stay
consistent,” Wagner said of
Idaho State. “We were right
there at 17-17 in the third set,

and we didn’t have an answer. Those are the times that
there is not much I can do until we get to practice and I can
point those things out.”
If Wagner can’t fix the
See INCONSISTENT, page 12
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Grizzlies’ mistakes until after the match is over, then
the responsibility lies on the
shoulders of the five Grizzly
seniors.
Wagner said he depends
on middle blockers Bray and
senior Natalie Jones to control the net, making sure the
blocking is up to speed.
Senior Megan Murphey,
the team’s libero, is expected to organize the backcourt,
and senior setter Kortney
James directs the offense and
the tempo of the game.
Murphey will be busy organizing the backcourt in the
Grizzlies’ next match against

Sacramento State.
Sacramento State ranks second in the Big Sky in hitting
percentage, creating a highly
efficient offense led by two
outside hitters, senior Kayla Beal and sophomore Sloan
Lovett, both of whom rank in
the top-10 in kills in the BSC.
Lovett also leads in BSC in
service aces.
Bray said the team has been
working all week on shutting
down Sacramento State’s right
side, Beal’s side.
“We want to shut her down
right away,” Bray said. “We
don’t want to have to wait for
her to get a couple of kills before we stop her.”
And Wagner’s emphasis of

starting off matches strong will
be important against Sac State.
“Our blocking scheme
might be to trap her in a tight
situation because they would
most likely set her, but that
gives up the other outside
(hitter),” said Bray. Sacramento’s other outside hitter
is Lovett. “So if they set the
other outside, we just need
to learn how to play defense
against them.”
The Griz travel to Sacramento, Calif., to face Sac State
on Friday Oct. 18 before returning home to face rival
Montana State on Monday,
Oct. 21.

Worst. But after Worst missed
two field goals last week
against UC-Davis, his starting
spot is up in the air.
“There’s still competition,
like there is for every position,” Delaney said in regard
to who would get the start at
kicker this weekend. “I’m big
on hoping that we never have
to kick a field goal, but sometimes that’s necessary. And
when you do, you have to convert.”
Saturday’s matchup will be
Montana’s “pink” game, an
effort with Team Up Montana
to raise awareness for breast
cancer.
And while the team realizes the importance in helping
raise awareness for breast
cancer, it doesn’t mean they
won’t have a little fun with
the “pink” game.

“It’s a fun game in the sense
that we get to wear a different
color,” Dennard said. “We get
to swag out, so to speak, a little more. But it’s a great way
to get the awareness out and
to support the cause. That’s
always a good thing.”
Saturday’s game is scheduled to kick off at 1:30 p.m.
and will be televised by
ROOT Sports.

samuel.waldorf@umontana.edu
@sam_waldorf

@KaiminNews
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per game each, with a total of
five rushing touchdowns.
In a matchup of two teams
so statistically similar, Delaney believes the Griz have
one major advantage over Cal
Poly that could make the difference.
“It’s going to be a heck of a
matchup,” Delaney said of the
two teams. “I think one place
we have the edge, I believe, is
special teams. Sometimes in
a game that’s fairly even, on
offense and defense, special
teams can make a huge difference.”
However, there is some
concern in the kicking game.
After struggling at the start
of the season, sophomore
Chris Lider lost his starting
spot to true freshman Ben
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility
for advertisements which are placed in
the Kiosk. We urge all readers to use
their best judgement and investigate
fully any offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying
out any money.

CARLO'S WIGS
75 Styles! Marilyn, Elvis,
Mullet, Curly, Straight, Bangs,
Colors, Dreads, Punk, Einstein,
Afro. Call 543-6350.
ENTERTAINMENT
Weekends cabins 30 minutes
from Missoula $45-65/night at
Rock Creek Cabins 251-6611.
FOR SALE
Blacklight Posters! Lots of
new ones. At The Joint Effort.

montanakaimin

Office Staff

kiosk

RATES
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.50 per 5-word line/day

KAIMIN CLASSIFIEDS

1918 Brooks at the Holiday
Village Shopping Center.
Hookahs and Shisha. 38 Flavors.
2 sizes of charcoal. Bunch of
new hookahs. Joint Effort 1918
Brooks Street in the Holiday
Village Shopping Center.
HALLOWEEN COSTUMES
Authentic costumes, 1000's
of rental choices! Carlo's
costumes 10-6pm. 109 3rd St
543-6350. Wigs, tights, hats.

HELP WANTED
Weld Tech LLC - FT Service
Tech pos. M-Tr, 4/10-hr days.
Gnrl Mechanic & Welding
skills. Willing to travel.
Valid drv license & clean
record required. Fax or email
resume to: 406-244-5576,
weldtech@blackfoot.net.
PSA
The Gentlemen of the Sigma
Chi Fraternity are hosting a

fundraiser for the John Huntsman
Cancer Institute November 8th
in the Adams Center Sky Club.
The event features dinner, live
music, a door prize, and a live
auction. Tickets are $50 per
person and $100 for a couple.
Contact Austen Grooms
(801-389-2201) for tickets or more
information. Reserve your spot
today, limited space available.

karl.schneider@umontana.edu
@karltschneider

www.
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The Kiosk runs 4 days per week.
Prepayment is required. Ads may be
placed at DAH 207 or via FAX: 2435475, email: ads@montanakaimin.com
or call 243-6541.
Lost and found ads may be placed in
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3
lines long and run for 3 days.

SELF STORAGE
Call Today! 406-541-4645
ALL STAR SELF STORAGE
SECURE Facility & NO Deposit!
SERVICES
M&M Driving School private
driving lessons 542-1023.
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted
best of Missoula 2013. Student
discounts! 136 E Broadway
Computer Central 542-6540.
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